
27

Objectives

•	 To maintain the opportunity for possible future rail transit. 
•	 To minimize interface issues between the rail line and future 

surrounding uses.

Policy 4.5.1	 A pedestrian crossing of the CN rail line, in addition to the 		
		  crossing at Rainbow Road, shall be provided by area 			
		  developers in collaboration with the Town of Chestermere 		
		  and CN Rail. 

Policy 4.5.2	 The additional pedestrian crossing shall comply with CN rail 	
		  design guidelines. 

Policy 4.5.3	 A landscaped open space buffer shall be provided on either 	
		  side of the CN rail line. The width of such buffer shall be 		
		  defined prior to Outline Plan approval.

Policy 4.5.4	 Noise attenuation analysis along the rail line shall be 			
		  completed prior to Outline Plan approval. 

Policy 4.5.5	 Outline Plan and Land Use Redesignation applications shall 		
	   	 comply with CN Rail development guidelines.

4.6	 Open Space

The ASP aims to support the Town’s vision as a recreational community 
by emphasizing the parks and open space features in the community. 
Significant water features, including the canal and Chestermere Lake will 
be emphasized in the overall design of the community and accessibility 
to these features maximized. The Regional Pathway follows a linear open 
space corridor that connects various activity centres. The linear open 
space corridor is anchored in the southwest by the Neighbourhood Node 
and in the northeast by Chestermere Lake. Figure 6 highlights the Parks, 
Pathways and Open Space Network in Edgewater Crossing. 
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Objectives

•	 To provide a well-connected and comprehensive local pathway, 
sidewalk and trail system to connect to key open space features, 
the regional pathway system and Chestermere Lake.

•	 To provide a variety of natural areas, recreational parks, and urban 
plazas in the community. 

•	 To distribute open space throughout the community to ensure 
access and convenience to all residents. 

•	 To accommodate potential future school site requirements. 

Policy 4.6.1		  A variety of open spaces, including enhanced natural areas, 
sports fields, tot lots, linear open spaces and urban plazas 
shall be distributed throughout the plan area to ensure 
convenience and accessibility by local residents. 

Policy 4.6.2		 Municipal Reserve dedication shall be 10% of developable 
lands within the plan area. 

Policy 4.6.3		 The plan area and Municipal Reserve dedication should 
include a potential school site of approximately 8 acres. 

Policy 4.6.4		 To enhance pedestrian circulation throughout the 
community the open space system should include a 
pathway system, comprised of regional and local pathways.

Policy 4.6.5		 Enhanced natural areas, including natural wetlands, 
bioretention and stormwater facilities should be designed 
into the open space system to enhance the quality 
of stormwater while offering passive recreational and 
educational amenity.

Policy 4.6.6		 The Town of Chestermere Landscape Design Guidelines 
shall be applied where appropriate. 

Policy 4.6.7 	 Future detailed plans will comply with and support the 
Town’s Facilities and Amenities Strategic Plan.
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4.7 Private Natural Park

The private landowner of the approximately 20 acre parcel located 
between the CN rail line and Township Road 240, in the east portion of 
the ASP, intends to enhance the existing landscape features of the site as 
a Private Natural Park.  The area will be enhanced with trees and wetland 
features that provide natural habitat and offer the public a place to visit, 
observe and learn about local wildlife.

Policy 4.7.1		  The Private Natural Park may include natural and/or 
enhanced wetlands, pathways, trails, seating areas, signage 
and an interpretive centre building.

Policy 4.7.2		 Urban uses, including residential and park uses, will located 
immediately adjacent to the Private Natural Park.

Policy 4.7.3		 A landscaped interface, including tree planting, fences and/
or other landscape features will create a buffer between the 
Private Natural Park and adjacent uses.
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4.8	 Community Theme

It is important to create an identity 
and sense of place in new residential 
communities. Enhanced design 
details that reflect the water and 
railroad theme of Edgewater 
Crossing will create a consistent 
image and distinct sense of place 
for the community. The community 
will integrate the unique theme in 
architectural styles and design details. 

Objectives

•	 To develop a sense of place 
through community theming, 
unique design details and distinct 
focal points. 

Policy 4.8.1	 Architectural controls for any future development shall be 
approved by Town Council prior to Outline Plan approval. 

Policy 4.8.2	 Streetscapes should be enhanced through themed design 
details of lights, signs, pavements, etc. 
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Figure 6: Parks, Pathway & Open Space System
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5.0	Transportation Network

5.1	 Road Network

Figure 7 indicates the transportation concept. The Collector Road 
network provides for multiple access and egress points to ensure 
integration with surrounding development. 

Residential streets are conceptually located in the ASP and will be 
determined at the Outline Plan and Land Use Redesignation Stage 
without requirement of an amendment to the ASP. A Couplet Road is 
proposed as an alternative standard that facilitates one-way traffic on 
either side of a linear open space. The concept enhances the street as an 
attractive multi-modal open space and transportation corridor.

Objectives

•	 To enhance connectivity through and permeability of the 
community.

•	 To accommodate multi-modal transportation on streets.
•	 To provide multiple routes throughout the community.
•	 To offer multiple access and egress points to the community. 

Policy 5.1.1	 A minimum of three access points shall be provided onto 
Township Road 240 in addition to the Rainbow Road and 
Range Road 282 intersections.

Policy 5.1.2	 A minimum of two all-turn intersections shall be provided 
along Rainbow Road between the WID Canal and Township 
Road 240. 

Policy 5.1.3	 Couplet roads, being two one-way streets separated by 
a linear open space, shall be allowed in the community 
design as an alternative road standard that accommodates 
pedestrian and bike transportation in an enhanced linear 
open space
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Policy 5.1.4	 Roundabouts should be considered in the design of key 
intersections in the Plan Area. 

Policy 5.1.5	 A traffic impact assessment on the road design and traffic 
volumes shall be required as part of the Outline Plan 
application. 

Policy 5.1.6	 Visual screening and sound attenuation for residential 
development adjacent to Rainbow Road and Township 
Road 240 shall be addressed where appropriate, prior to 
subdivision approval and in consultation with the Town of 
Chestermere.

5.2	 Active Transportation Modes

Edgewater Crossing is a walkable community that highlights connectivity 
and permeability for active transportation modes. This will provide 
environmental and social benefits to the community while providing 
greater mobility choice for residents. Regional pathway connections 
are identified on Figure 6. The proposed regional pathway will connect 
to the existing regional pathway and provide a direct link between the 
Neighbourhood Node, and Chestermere Lake. 

Objectives

•	 To design Edgewater Crossing to be a walkable community. 
•	 To promote active transportation modes to destinations in and 

outside of the community. 
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Policy 5.2.1	 A comprehensively connected system of sidewalks, bike 
paths and regional and local pathways throughout the 
community should be designed at the Outline Plan stage 
to comply with the Chestermere Facilities and Amenities 
Strategic Plan. 

Policy 5.2.2	 Connections to the existing regional pathway system shall 
be planned.

Policy 5.2.3	 A pedestrian crossing of the CN rail track shall be provided 
east of Rainbow Road, in accordance with CN standards for 
pedestrian crossings of the rail line. 

5.3	 Public Transit

In keeping with the Town of Chestermere Municipal Development Plan a 
future public bus transit system will be accommodated in the community 
when such a system is deemed feasible by the Town. A potential regional 
public transit system utilizing the CN rail is identified in the ASP. 

Objectives

•	 To support potential future public transit service.
•	 To accommodate possible future regional commuter rail service 

and station.

Policy 5.3.1	 Public bus transit system shall be accommodated along the 
collector roads when deemed feasible by the Town. 

Policy 5.3.2	 As per the Calgary Metropolitan Plan and the Municipal 
Development Plan, possible regional rail transit should be 
accommodated along the CN rail line.
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6.0	Servicing

The ASP contains two distinct areas; the land north of the CN rail line 
which was within the old Town boundary prior to the 2009 annexation 
and the land south of the CN rail line which is part of the annexed lands. 
Town policies and the Utility Master Plan 2008 Update deal with these 
two areas differently, therefore the ASP servicing for deep utilities will 
reflect these differences.

6.1	 Water

The water mains servicing the development will be divided in two 
categories, the first one being a major loop. This loop will be 250-
450mm in diameter depending on the demand. The second category 
will be the distribution line. These pipes will be 200 mm, or larger, in 
diameter.  On rare occasions (cul de sacs) the distribution pipe may be 
150 mm in size if approved by the Town.

Any development of the ASP lands prior to the construction of the new 
water reservoir would require detailed modelling design to demonstrate 
adequate flows and pressures by a Town of Chestermere approved 
engineering firm.

6.1.1	 North Area

The area within the previous town boundary has been identified in the 
Utility Master Plan 2008 Update and town policies as serviceable from 
the existing town reservoir. This would be achieved by a tie to the water 
main system to the north in Rainbow Falls and a tie to the existing 
250 mm watermain that runs along the east side of the area. In the event 
that the Rainbow Falls system is not available at the time of connection, 
a second tie to the existing 250mm main would be required to provide 
the two connections which would be required for this area. The existing 
main connects the east side of Chestermere Lake to the west side of the 
lake. These connections are shown on Figure 8. 
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Modeling at the Outline Plan stage will determine if the pressures within 
this area will be adequate to meet the Town’s servicing standards. If it is 
found that standards cannot be met, then engineering measures by the 
developer of this area will be undertaken at the developer’s expense to 
meet the required standards.  

6.1.2	 South Area

The area south of the CN rail line will be serviced by a proposed south 
reservoir as indicated in the Utility Master Plan 2008 Update. The 
reservoir will be designed to meet all of the servicing demands of the 
ASP area south of the CN rail line. The proposed reservoir location is 
shown on Figure 8.  There will be future stubs to the east and west to 
meet the servicing demands to areas outside of the ASP lands.

The triangular parcel north of the CN rail line and west of Rainbow Road 
will tie into servicing of the land to the north and east to Rainbow Falls 
to create a looped system. 

Objectives

•	 To provide for a suitable water supply system designed to service 
the urban development requirements throughout the Plan area.

Policy 6.1.1	 The water distribution system for the Plan area shall be 
designed adequately and efficiently to service the ultimate 
development of the area.  

Policy 6.1.2	 The design of the water distribution system shall ensure 
that all land has sufficient looping and connections to 
provide for adequate domestic and fire flows.

Policy 6.1.3	 Areas that were located within the Town boundary prior to 
the 2009 annexation shall be permitted to connect to and 
be serviced by the Town’s existing water system. 
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Policy 6.1.4	 The proposed internal system for an Outline Plan area shall 
be reviewed and if required, modeled by the Town or the 
developer’s consultant, as per the Town’s preference at the 
time, as part of an Outline Plan or land use amendment 
application.

Policy 6.1.5	 As of 2009, the water distribution system that serviced 
the Plan area is limited. The Town shall identify any offsite 
distribution mains and/or transmission feeder mains and/
or reservoir that may be required to be installed within an 
Outline Plan area.

Policy 6.1.6	 A developer may be required to enter into a Financing 
Agreement with the Town for the design and construction 
of water servicing infrastructure. A Financing Agreement 
shall be subject to acceptable cost recovery mechanisms. 

6.2	 Sanitary Sewer

6.2.1	 North Area

All areas within the previous Town boundary have been identified in the 
Utility Master Plan 2008 Update and Town policies as being serviceable.   
The ultimate destination of flows from this area will be to future Lift 
Station #13 by a gravity system to future Lift Station “H” and then by 
forcemain to Lift Station #13, as shown on Figure 9 Sanitary Servicing.
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Figure 8: Water Servicing
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6.2.2	 South Area

The ASP area south of the CN rail line is divided into three areas with 
respect to sanitary servicing. The land west of Rainbow Road will be 
serviced by gravity to future Lift Station #13. The lands identified as the 
Mikkelsen/ Truman lands will drain from the east to the west by gravity 
to Lift Station #13. The balance of the land on the east side of the ASP 
area will drain to the south east corner of the Plan area to future Lift 
Station “H” and then by forcemain to Lift Station #13 as shown on Figure 
9. Over size requirements will be determined based on the ultimate area 
serviced by Lift Station #13, including lands outside of the ASP boundary. 
An Endeavour To Assist Agreement may be required to service lands 
outside the ASP boundary.

The local collection system in all areas will be a minimum of 200mm in 
diameter and sizing will be based on the number of connections, slope of 
the line and distance from the lift stations for each area.

Lift Station #13 is being designed by the Town.  The ASP lands will 
be serviced by future Lift Station #13 and a force main to the City of 
Calgary. The proposed location of the Lift Station is shown on Figure 9.

Sanitary servicing for the triangular parcel north of the CN rail line and 
west of Rainbow Road will need to go to LS #13 by integrating with the 
sanitary infrastructure contemplated for the land to the north of the 
parcel.
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Objectives

•	 To provide for a suitable sanitary sewer trunk system designed to 
service the urban development requirements throughout the Plan 
area as identified on Figure 9.

Policy 6.2.1	 The sanitary sewer system for the Plan area shall be
		  designed to adequately and efficiently serve the ultimate 
		  development of the area.  

Policy 6.2.2	 The land east of Rainbow Road and south of the CN rail 
		  line shall be designed with the majority of its sanitary flows 
		  directed westward connecting to the major NW trunk 
		  running to Lift Station #13.  
	 (a)	 There may be a portion of these lands that will be directed 
		  eastward to a future local lift station constructed for those 
		  lands in the far southeast corner of the Plan area.

Policy 6.2.3	 As part of an Outline Plan/Land Use redesignation 
		  application, a developer shall submit a Sanitary Sewer 
		  Servicing Study to demonstrate that the subject lands can 		
		  be serviced in accordance with the overall design of the 		
		  sanitary sewer system for each of the areas within the ASP 		
		  boundaries.

Policy 6.2.4	 A developer may be required to enter into a Financing 	
		  Agreement with the Town for the design and construction 		
		  of sanitary trunks and/or lift station(s) and/or force main(s).  	
		  A Financing Agreement shall be subject to acceptable cost 		
		  recovery mechanisms. 

Policy 6.2.5	 List Station #10 will continue to remain operational at full 
build-out of the annexed lands. Proposed Lift Station #13 
and Forcemain to Calgary are required for development 
of the annexed lands. In the event that an Outline Plan or 
Land Use Redesignation application proceeds prior to the 
lift station and forcemain being in place, a developer may 
be required to partner with the Town for the financing 
and construction of this infrastrucure.  Financing shall be 
subject to acceptable cost recovery mechanisms. 
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Figure 9: Sanitary Servicing
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6.3	 Stormwater

The stormwater management system design criteria will be based 
on Town of Chestermere policies, Utility Master Plan 2008 Update, 
the Stormwater Management Guidelines for the Province of Alberta 
(1999), the Alberta Environment Standards and Guidelines for Municipal 
Waterworks Wastewater, Storm Drainage System (2006), the Shepard 
Regional Drainage Plan and on the City of Calgary Stormwater 
Management & Design Manual (2000).  

The stormwater management systems will be based on a dual drainage 
concept.  This concept considers that a storm system has two separate 
components; minor (piped) and major (overland).  In this proposed 
development all stormwater will be contained on-site and both systems 
will drain to a stormwater pond for treatment before releasing treated 
water in accordance with the current approved Edgewater Crossing Area 
Structure Plan Staged Master Drainage Plan.

To service the ASP lands there will be four drainage areas, each with 
their own stormwater storage and treatment ponds.  The minor piped 
and major overland drainage systems will drain into these pond systems 
as shown on Figure 10. 

Ultimately, stormwater will be released into one of several discharge 
options being considered by the Town of Chestermere.  One option 
being considered is the Shepard Regional Drainage System which is 
reflected in the ASP.

Prior to full build-out of this system, flows will be released to the natural 
drainage system at pre-development volumes and a pre-determined 
release rate set by the Town of Chestermere.  This rate will be based on 
a combination of impacts to downstream users, the future SRDP rate 
requirements, and flow through from areas outside of the ASP lands.

A variety of water re-use options are being considered to lower 
stormwater volumes such as setting up infrastructure to convey flows to 
a centralized location as a potable water source, on-site irrigation, and 
disposal through evaporation, absorption, transpiration, and infiltration.  
Prior to subdivision approval, detailed engineering studies would be 
required to quantify the water balance using these methods of disposal.



44

Stormwater from the triangular parcel west of Rainbow Road will 
be disposed of utilizing zero discharge techniques.  A future piped 
connection to lands north of this area will be considered at the time of 
development.

Objectives

•	 To develop an effective stormwater management plan that 
improves water quality and controls water quantity in order to 
protect properties and the environment.    

Policy 6.3.1	 The stormwater management system for the Plan shall be 
		  designed to adequately and efficiently serve the ultimate 
		  development of the area.

Policy 6.3.2	 The Staged Stormwater Management Plan provides 
		  detailed information of the future stormwater management 
		  system. 

Policy 6.3.3	 As part of an Outline Plan or Land Use Redesignation 
		  application, developers shall submit Stormwater 
		  Management Plans consistent with the Staged Stormwater 
		  Management Plan as approved by the Town and the 
		  Province to demonstrate that the site can be serviced in 
		  accordance with the overall design of the stormwater 
		  management system for the area. The Stormwater 
		  Management Plan will also conform to any new stormwater 
		  policies that have been approved.

Policy 6.3.4	 Consideration should be given to the use of engineered 
		  storm wetlands in compensation for existing wetlands as 		
		  agreed to by the Town of Chestermere.
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Policy 6.3.5	 As a part of the preparation of the Stormwater 
		  Management Plan, “Best Management Practices” and 
		  innovative alternatives for stormwater quality and quantity 
		  enhancement should be assessed with regard to 
		  introducing:
			   - Stormwater facilities with a preference for source 
			      controls rather than end-of-pipe solutions;
			   -  Naturalized methods, such as naturalized storm 
			      ponds, to mitigate the effects of stormwater run-		
			      off into watercourses rather than hard engineering 		
			      measures.
			   -  Reuse of stormwater for various uses, including 
			      irrigation of open spaces.

Policy 6.3.6	 Best Management Practices shall be analyzed in detail at 
		  the design stage and may include wetlands, buffer strips, 
		  flat lot grading, infiltration trench, filter strips and oil and 
		  grit separator.  

Policy 6.3.7	 Where appropriate, the stormwater management system 
		  should be designed to:
			   -  Operate on a gravity basis and utilize the wetland 
			      in an environmentally compatible manner; and
			   -  Introduce mitigation measures to address the 
			      potential impact of water quality on existing 
			      wetlands and waterways.

Policy 6.3.8	 A developer may be required to enter into an Endeavor to 		
		  Assist Agreement with the Town for the design and 			 
		  construction of stormwater trunks and/or canal. 			 
		  An Endeavor to Assist Agreement shall be subject 			 
		  to acceptable cost recovery mechanisms. 

Policy 6.3.9	 Water quality shall meet or exceed objectives set by 
		  Alberta Environment.

Policy 6.3.10 	The stormwater management system will comply with and 		
		  support the Town’s Wetland Policy. 
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Figure 10: Stormwater Management
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6.4	 Shallow Utilities

Shallow Utilities include telephone, natural gas, electrical, internet, and 
cable services. The developer will be responsible for the provision of 
these services and extension from adjacent developed/developing areas.
  

Policy 6.4.1	 Detailed design of the shallow utilities shall occur at the 
subdivision stage of development
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7.0	 Implementation Strategy

7.1	 Phasing

The anticipated outline plan areas and potential phasing are illustrated in 
Figure 12. Future outline plan areas are delineated according to distinct 
edge conditions (natural and man-made barriers) and landownership 
considerations. 

Objectives

•	 To identify future Outline Plan areas as required by the MDP.

Policy 7.1.1	 An Outline Plan and Land Use Redesignation shall 
be approved for a land area prior to subdivision and 
development of the land. 

Policy 7.1.2	 Any difference in proposed phase boundaries, size or 
location at Land Use Redesignation and Subdivision stage 
from the Phasing concept as illustrated in Figure 11 shall be 
addressed at the Outline Plan stage. 

Policy 7.1.3	 At the time of Outline Plan submission landowners shall be 
required to Endeavor to Assist in compensation of the total 
ASP preparation costs. 
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Figure 11: Phasing
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8.0	Background Studies

The following studies were undertaken in support of the Edgewater 
Crossing Area Structure Plan. The complete copies of each study have 
been submitted to the Town of Chestermere as part of the Area Structure 
Plan application.

•	 Historical Resources Impact Assessment (November 2009)
	 Lifeways of Canada Ltd.

•	 Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (February2010) 
PHH ARC Environmental Ltd. 

•	  Bridge Inspection Report- Range Road 283 over WID Irrigation Canal 
(June 2010)

	 Bow Valley Bridge Service Ltd. 

•	 Staged Master Drainage Plan (July 2010)
	 Eclipse Geomatics & Engineering Ltd. 

•	 Biophysical Impact Assessment (March 2011)
	 Sweetgrass Consultants Ltd.

•	 Traffic Impact Assessment (March 2011)
	 Bunt & Associates

•	 Preliminary Geotechnical Evaluation (July 2011)
	 McIntosh Lalani Engineering Ltd.

Studies specific to lands north of the CN Rail tracks:

•	 Traffic Impact Assessment (Dec. 2004 - letter of update March, 2007)
	 D.A. Watt Consulting

•	 Geotechnical Report (April 2008) 
	 Almor Testing Services Ltd.

•	 Phase 1 ESA (July 2008)                 
	 Base Property Consultants Ltd.  

•	 Biophysical Impact Assessment  (September 2010)
	 Widden Environmental Ltd.        
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